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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



This communication is in response to amendment filed 10/6/2005. 



Response to Amendment 

2. Claims 7, 16, 17 and 20 have been amended. Claims 2-5, 7-8, 10-17, and 20 are 
currently pending. 



3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



4. Claims 2, 16,17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated 



Response to Arguments 



3. 



Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended claims have been considered but are 



moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejections. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



by Ashby (US Pub. No. 2002/0010685) (hereafter Ashby). 
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Art Unit: 3624 

As per claim 16 , Ashby teaches an accounting and reconciliation method which 
guarantees account reconciliation in purchase transactions between a buyer and a seller 
of a product or service, the method comprising: 

(1) creating in an account reconciliation server based on the purchase request data sent 
from a buyer terminal for the buyer, credit data including information which specifies 
purchase transaction conditions for the product or service and sending the electronic 
credit data to a seller terminal for the seller, the credit data guaranteeing payment to the 
seller by the account reconciliation server for the product or service. 

(para [0031] installment agreement between the buyer and seller representing a 
multi-stage payment plan and multi-stage deliverable plan.., para [0030] ..the server is 
accessible to buyers and sellers via the interface 32 and 34) 

(2) storing the credit data; 

(para [0031] memory 14 stores the installment agreement) 

(3) comparing the stored credit data with acknowledgment data received from the 
buyer terminal, the acknowledgment data being issued by the buyer terminal when the 
buyer receives from the seller the product or service and the acknowledgment data 
indicating a product or service delivered from the seller to the buyer; 

(para [0031] refer to the escrow procedure) and 

(4) making payment for the product or service to the seller terminal when the content 

of the acknowledgment data satisfies the purchase transaction conditions described in the 
stored credit data. 
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(para [0031] refer to the escrow procedure, also refer to para [0042) for additional 

details) 



As per claim 17 , Ashby teaches an account reconciliation server which 
guarantees account reconciliation (refer to computer server depicted in Fig. 1, and further 
described at para [0029] in purchase transactions between a buyer and a seller of a 
product or service, the account reconciliation server comprising: 

a communicating circuit for establishing communications with each of a buyer 
terminal of the buyer and a seller terminal of the seller; 

(Figure 1, and para [0029] Internet communication interface 34) 

credit data creating means for (a) creating, based on purchase request data 
received from the buyer terminal, credit data including information which specifies 
purchase transaction conditions for the product or service, and (b) sending the credit data 
created to the said seller terminal, the said credit data guaranteeing payment to the seller 
by the account reconciliation server for the product or service; 

(para [0031] installment agreement between the buyer and seller representing a 
multi-stage payment plan and multi-stage deliverable plan.., para [0030] ..the server is 
accessible to buyers and sellers via the interface 32 and 34) 

credit data storing means for storing the credit data; 

(see Figure 1 memory 14) 

data comparing means for comparing the stored credit data with acknowledgment 
data received from the buyer terminal- the acknowledgment data (a) being issued by the 
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buyer terminal when the buyer receives from the seller the product or service, and (b) 
indicating a product or service delivered from the seller to the buyer; 

(para [0031] refer to the escrow procedure, also refer to para [0042) for additional 

details) 

and 

paying means for making payment for the product or service to the seller terminal 
when the content of the acknowledgment data satisfies the purchase transaction 
conditions described in the stored credit data. 

(para [0031] refer to the escrow procedure, also refer to para [0042) for additional 

details) 

As per claim 20, Ashby teaches an accounting and reconciliation system 
comprising: 

a seller terminal for a seller; (inherent since the server 10 is accessed by buyers and 
sellers via the Internet, refer to Figure 1 and para [0029]) 

a buyer terminal for a buyer, the buyer terminal sending purchase request data including 
purchase transaction information which specifies purchase transaction conditions for a product or 
service; 

(buyer terminal is inherently disclosed in Ashby, per Figure 1, for purchase request data 
refer to RFQ message described at para [0036]) 

an account reconciliation server which guarantees account reconciliation in purchase 
transactions between the buyer and the seller of the product or service, the reconciliation unit 
comprising: 
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communication circuitry for establishing communications with each of the buyer 
terminal and the seller terminal; and 

credit data creating means for (a) creating, based on the purchase 
request data received from the buyer terminal, credit data including information which 
specifies purchase transaction conditions for the product or service, and (b) sending the credit 
data created to the seller terminal, the credit data guaranteeing 1 payment to the seller by the 
account reconciliation server for the product or service; 

credit data storing means for storing the credit data; 

data comparing means for comparing the stored credit data with acknowledgment data 
received from the buyer terminal the acknowledgment data (a) being issued by the buyer 
terminal when the buyer receives from the seller the product or service and (b) indicating a 
product or service delivered from the seller to the buyer; and 

paying means for making payment for the product or service to the seller terminal when 
the content of the acknowledgment data satisfies the purchase transaction conditions described in 
the stored credit data. 

(all elements of the reconciliation server have been analyzed as per claim 17 analyses) 
Claim 2: Ashby fails to explicitly teach, however, Walker, in the same field of endeavor 

teaches an accounting and reconciliation system which comprises a seller terminal which 

includes an input device usable by the seller to input an estimate in response to an estimate 

request from the buyer for a product or service to be supplied, 

said seller terminal creates estimate data based on the estimate and sends the estimate 

data to said buyer terminal, and 
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said buyer terminal receives the estimate data and creates the purchase request data based 
on the received estimate data, 
(refer to para [0036]). 

Claim 3: The accounting and reconciliation system as set forth in claim 2 wherein: 
said buyer terminal includes a display for displaying 
content of the received estimate data, and an input device 
usable the buyer to accept the content of the displayed 
estimate data, and 

said buyer terminal creates the purchase request data upon acceptance of the content of 
the estimate data. 

(refer to [0036] and [0058] contract manager, inherent to negation of services contract) 

Claim 4: The accounting and reconciliation system as set forth in claim 3, wherein: 

the estimate data contains information which specifies first and second payment methods, 

and 

said buyer terminal prompts the buyer via said display to confirm that the second 
payment method may be used if the first payment method fails, 
(refer to [0036] and [0058] contract manager, inherent to negation of services contract) 

Claim 5 : Ashby teaches an accounting and reconciliation 
system which comprises a buyer terminal including an input 
device usable by the buyer to input information which relates to 
one or more of an effective period of the purchase request data, 
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delivery date of the product or service services, delivery 
method of the product or service, possibility of separate 
delivery, and due date of payment from a bank, and 

said buyer terminal incorporates the input information in the purchase request data. 

(para [0036], RFQ message). 

Claims 7 and 8: Ashby discloses the purchase transaction conditions as recited (refer to 
RFQ as discussed above). 

Per claim 1 1 : Ashby teaches a seller terminal that includes a processing system that 
creates delivery data based on content of credit data, and communication circuitry that sends the 
delivery list to said buyer terminal; 

(para [0051] ..the processor is configured to receive service request from the buyer, 
..available from service seller and if the service seller is willing to provide service within the 
specified parameters to execute the transaction.) 

Per claim 12: wherein the acknowledgement data contains information which relates to 
whether product or service listed in the delivery list data has been supplied to the buyer (para 
[0043] steps 62 and 64). 

Per claim 13: Ashby teaches a seller terminal that includes communication circuitry that 
sends receipt data to said reconciliation unit when the payment data is received and the 
processing system of the reconciliation unit bills the buyer fro the product for the product or 
service after receiving the receipt data. 

(para [0042] Figure 6, "payment plan and deliverables plan") 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

5. Claim 10, 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ashby as 
applied to claim 2 above, and further in view of Walker. 

6. Per claim 10, Ashby fails teach, however, Walker, in the same field of endeavor teaches 
the seller terminal includes a processing system, and an input device usable by a seller to confirm 
content of the credit data received from a reconciliation unit; and 

the processing system ..destroys the credit data, terminates supply of the product or the 
service, and changes the purchase transaction conditions when there is no confirmation 
by the seller with regard to the content of the credit data, 
(col. 17 L 36-41, col. 16 L 46 "expiration date" to the CPO) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to incorporate the seller terminal having the claimed features because this would enable the seller 
to approve the credit worthiness of and pricing offered by a buyer and eliminate sensitive credit 
data of the buyer for security reasons. 

7. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ashby and in 
view of official notice . 

Per claim 14, Ashby fails teach, however, official notice is taken maintaining payment 
methods of customers by sellers for future purchase transactions is old and well known in the 
commerce. For example, when good or merchandise is purchased form a merchant web site, a 
record of credit card is maintained by the merchant for convenience and for future purchases. 
The buyer is not required to provide the credit data repeatedly, thereby improving the reliability 
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of the credit information. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to incorporate this feature for the motivation provided. 



Claim 15: Ashby fails teach, however, Walker, in the same field of endeavor teaches an 
accounting and reconciliation system wherein the buyer terminal comprises a cellular phone. 

(see col. 1 1 L 61+ Connection may also be provided by dedicated data lines, cellular, 
Personal Communication Systems ("PCS"), microwave, or satellite networks). 

Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JAGDISH PATEL whose telephone number is (571) 272-6748. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 800AM-600PM M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (571) 272-6747. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 517-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
systen^ contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Jagdish N. Patel 
(Primary Examiner, AU 3624) 



12/7/05 



